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Model of excellence

veloping theéir  own

xamples of ex- Mebrashka ‘
cellence in en- entrepi‘eneuria.l busmesses early i1}
trepreneur-

ship dot the Nebraska initia.tives

landscape. Such eco- :lmpress ‘

nomic vision is criti¢al observers. glzed by the creativity

to maintaining and
growing businesses and communi-
tiesinruraland urban areas.

Outsiders are paying attention.
Recently, a group of 30 entrepre-
neurship coaches from south-cen-
tral Kentucky visited the Cornhusk-
er State and came away impressed
by what they observed. .

As a part of a multistate tour, the
Kentuckians made several stops
across Nebraska. These included
the Heartland Center for Leader-
ship Develupment in Lincoln, Aqul-
nas Middle and High Schools in
David City, Elyria Gar- ~ =~ .
dens in Elyria, the Valen-
tine Chamber of Com-
merce and High Plains.
Homestead in Crawford.

What are the ingredi-
ents for growing entre-
preneurship in rural com-
munities? That was one of
the central guestions
studied by the Kentucky
group. -

Another questmn they

addressed: How are rural

communities promoting entrepre» ]
neurship among rural youths.
through 'discussions with students,

teachers, organizations and agen- -
cies?

And a third: What successful tech-
.niques are coaches _using as they
work with aspiring young profes- -
sionals?

On all three, Nebraska provided
encouraging answers.

- Ratie Eliis, program coordinator
for the Kentiicky Entrepreneurial

Neb,
!{xeel

Coaches Institute, told The World-

Herald that the group™ was im-
pressed by entrepreneurial initia:
tives throughout the state. One
notable example: The epergy and
dedication that four Ord High
School students demonstrated in de-

prask

. the 'students had and ..
the support the ‘corminity ' gave
them,” £llis said. “We were very en-
couraged to see those connectmns m"
Nebraska.” o

The group also v1sﬂed the State
Capitol.and met with state legisla- !
tors whe own busmesses, leammg.
about how the state is supportmg
trepreneursth . -

During their trip. to Burweli the
visitors absorbed some of the. local
culture and saw how rancher's have

_evolved busmesses That pomon of
the tour was part;cu‘larly useful, El-

: lis said, given that many
Kentucky farmers . are
trazisitioning from‘ bac—
cotonew crops:: e

The Kentucky wsﬂors_
learned mare about tive
successful ‘Nebiraskaap--
proaches to building rural
communities: HomeTowri.
Competitiveness’ and En-
trepreneurShip.. Investi-.
gation. o

-HTC mcorporates our

. strategxes ‘Mobilizirig io-
cal leaders. Energizmg entrepre- -
neurs. Engaging  young- people
Cultivating charitable assets. ESI
focuses on entrepreneurship educa-,
tion and helps youths deve}op rela-
tionships withIocal busmess owners
and professmnals. W .

After observing Nebras

‘cess stories and noting .the chal-
lenges, representatives of the Ken-
tucky Entrepreneurial Coaches In-

sntute say they are betterpqsmunw;:.

a
lence

state’s rural area
modél that otheér states carl emulate,
It's no' wonder outsiders are pay-
‘ing attention and recogmzmg th:s
commendable Nebraska vision.-




